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Foreword

GIS members attend International Conference in Chicago

Risk management and insurance (RMI) courses have been o�ered at �e University of Alabama’s Culverhouse College of 
Business since 1921, when Dr. Lee Bidgood, �rst dean of the college, taught the �rst insurance course. �is booklet celebrates 
the centennial of this important innovation and provides a historic perspective on the individuals and events that have given 
the program worldwide recognition.  

�e program was signi�cantly broadened in 2006, with the establishment of an Actuarial Science (AS) specialty. In 2019, 
Culverhouse began o�ering minors in the areas of RMI and AS. �e AS minor is an integral part of the o�erings to students 
who want to study the management of risk. However, since AS education represents a separate branch of the risk management 
tree, this booklet focuses on RMI, re�ecting the historical heritage of the program, and its roots in insurance education.

According to U.S. News and World Report, the Culverhouse College of Business undergraduate business program 
is ranked among the top three to four percent of public business schools in the nation. �e college’s RMI program, which 
has been recognized internationally as a Global Center of Insurance Excellence, is housed within the Economics, Finance, 
and Legal Studies Department. �e Insurance Hall of Fame Museum and Portrait Gallery are located at �e University 
of Alabama, providing additional recognition for the program, as is the Alabama Center for Insurance Information and 
Research, which is one of the college’s research centers of distinction.

It is only natural that a distinguished institution like �e University of Alabama should have a strong RMI program. 
It is widely recognized that a modern economy could not exist without insurance and other techniques of risk management. 
For example, capital markets will not provide resources to build skyscrapers, telecommunications facilities, assembly plants, 
or other productive facilities if they are not insured. Furthermore, the role of risk management becomes increasingly 
important in a society where catastrophic losses have become more commonplace, as is the case in the United States.

Every individual and business face risks, and RMI students learn how to manage those risks, whether they be property loss, 
liability exposure, premature death, loss of health, or outliving one’s income. Risk management is an essential part of business 
education. In addition, the institutions that handle risks (e.g., insurance companies, pension funds, sureties, etc.) supply 
necessary capital, employment opportunities to bene�t society, and much more.  

It is important to recognize that the RMI/AS program has been the bene�ciary of thousands of gi�s.  Friends and supporters 
have contributed time, e�ort, and funds to produce the program we have today. We wish to express our appreciation for these 
gi�s and to say that we wish we could acknowledge all of them in this booklet.  Many of them are recognized in plaques and 
documents found at the school.  While it is not possible to name every donor, we hope that this booklet and the program 
serve as testaments to their generosity.

�e University of Alabama is a place “Where Legends Are Made.” As we trace the development of RMI education at the 
university, it will become clear that legends have been made through the university’s RMI program.

Centennial Committee:

E. Dow Walker, Jr., CPCU, ARM, Chair 
Walter Hughes
Lawrence “Butch” Boland   
William H. Rabel, Ph.D., FLMI, CLU, CPCU
Jenni Miesse
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During its one-hundred-year history, there have been many important
milestones in the development of the Culverhouse Risk Management Insurance 
(RMI) program. �e following is among the many noteworthy developments. 
It is important to recognize that it was not possible to mention all of the events 
and contributors who have made the program what it is. In particular, it was not 
possible to list all contributors to the IHF Museum and Portrait Gallery or to 
the Bickley Chair.  However, their names are found on the RMI website.

1919

�e School of  
Commerce and Business 
Administration (CBA) at 
�e University of Alabama 
founded by Dr. Lee 
Bidgood, the School’s �rst 
dean

Ehney H. Camp 
graduates, goes on 
to serve as President, 
Liberty National Life 
Insurance Co.

Course o�erings 
expand to include 
Personal Insurance 
and Property 
Insurance 

Sam Clabaugh, 
President, Protective 
Life Insurance 
Company, supports 
senior trip business 
tour to Birmingham

Course o�erings 
expanded to include 
Casualty Insurance

Course o�erings 
expand to include Life 
Insurance and combine 
Property/Casualty 
Insurance

1921
First course 
in Insurance, 
taught by 
Dr. Lee Bidgood

1922
1924-
1943 1928

1935-
1941

1948-
1968
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Alabama Insurance 
Industry Chair of 
Insurance founded, 
Dr. John S. Bickley 
�rst Chairholder

Risk added to curriculum 
to include Business Risk 
Management, �eory 
of Risk and Insurance, 
Insurance Company 
Management, and 
Seminar of Insurance and 
Environmental Security

Alabama Insurance 
Society (AIS) founded 
with 20 students, Steve 
Baccus, �rst president

AIS Hosts Speakers 
& Roundtable 
Participants from 14 
countries: Australia, 
Austria, Bermuda, 
Canada, Chile, China, 
Israel, Japan, Lebanon, 
Mexico, Philippines, 
Switzerland, England 
and United States 

AIS annual Risk 
Management Colloquy, 
AIS grows to more than 
125 selected-members

AIS Alumni association 
hosts Insurance 
Roundtables 

Gamma Iota Sigma (GIS), 
Epsilon chapter, founded

1968 1969
1968-
1986

1970-
1974

1970-
1985 1972

1969 AIS in Corolla 1975 Alabama Insurance Planning Commission (AIPC) Founded
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1975

Liberty National Life 
Insurance Co. endows 
Frank Park Samford Chair 
of Insurance, Dr. John 
Bickley �rst chairholder 

Alabama Insurance 
Planning Commission 
(AIPC) founded 

Fidelity Mutual Life 
Insurance Company 
endows the Jack L. 
McKewen Scholarship 
Fund

AIS reinstitutes 
Birmingham �eld 
trip, visits Protective 
Life Insurance Co. 
and American Liberty 
Insurance Co.  

Jarvis L. Palmer 
Scholarship established

International 
Insurance Society 
selects University 
of Alabama as the 
permanent home of 
the Insurance Hall 
of Fame

Alabama Chapter of 
RMI Maxie Glen  
Jackson Memorial 
Scholarship endowed

1977 19791978 1987 1989

Homecoming Parade AIS at Liberty National Life Insurance
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1992

Insurance Hall of 
Fame Museum and 
Portrait Gallery opens 
on campus; made 
possible by more than 
100 contributors from 
50 nations. 590 persons 
from 16 nations attend 
dedication ceremonies 

Robert J. Hodgkins 
Scholarship endowed 
by State Farm Insurance 
Companies

Bidgood Hall Capital 
Campaign renovation 
and expansion. Major 
benefactor includes 
Nippon Life Insurance 
Company (Japan) and 
major contributors 
Daehan Kyoyuk Life 
Insurance Company 
(Korea), State Farm 
Insurance Co. (USA), 
and the Alfonso T. 
Yuchengco Foundation 
(Philippines)

Young-Ho Shin 
Endowed Scholarship 
established. Priority 
consideration given 
to Korean graduate 
students pursuing a 
master’s or doctoral 
degree in insurance 
or �nance.

Daesan Shinyoungho 
Memorial Society 
Foundation (Korea) 
Endows the Hall of 
Fame’s Shin Gallery in 
honor of Yong Ho Shin 

Jack O. Tomlinson 
Scholarship endowed

Bickley Faculty 
Fellowship in Finance 
and Insurance endowed

1994
1994-
Present 1999

Alabama Association 
of Health Underwriters 
Richard K. Beecham 
Memorial Scholarship 
endowed

2003

Colleagues from Japan visit Alabama

AIS dinner with Aldrich Callins 
and Alabama Supreme Court Justice 
Bernard Harwood

Visiting Lecturer Program

Insurance professionals and students lunch
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2006

John and Mary 
Louise Bickley Endowed 
Teaching Chair in 
Insurance & Financial 
Services established, 
Dr. William Rabel �rst 
chairholder. More than 
100 donors made the 
chair possible

AIS reinvigorated 
under new student 
leadership, Carson 
Rockett, President 

Alabama Insurance 
Day inaugurated by 
AIPC, Jack Brunson, 
Inaugural Chair

Jack McKewen makes 
substantial addition to 
McKewen Scholarship 
Fund

Actuarial Program 
established with 
assistance from Warren 
Luckner, FSA, MAAA, 
Society of Actuaries

Alabama Actuarial 
Council established, 
Wayne Stuenkel, FSA, 
MAAA, SVP & Chief 
Actuary, Protective Life, 
Inaugural Chair

W. Gene Cra�on 
Scholarship endowed

Alabama Center for 
Insurance Information 
& Research established

Korean Journalists 
Program established 
by Daesan Shinyoungho 
Memorial Society 
Foundation (Korea) 
in honor of Young 
Ho Shin. Journalists 
and their families 
come to Tuscaloosa to 
study insurance, and 
to advance cultural 
exchange

2007 20122008 2013
2013-
2017

Alums return for I-Day AIS planning meeting

AIS dinner

Students attend Career Fairs during I-Days
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2016

Col. Clarence W. 
Daugette, Jr. and Florence 
T. Daugette Endowed 
Scholarship established

�omas Curtin, Sr., 
Endowed Scholarship in 
Insurance created

Dai-ichi Life Insurance 
Co. Endowed Chair 
in Actuarial Science 
established in honor of 
the company’s founder, 
Tsunetta Yano

Insurance Hall of Fame 
Museum Operating 
Endowment estab-
lished by Dai-ichi Life 
Insurance Co., in honor 
of company founder, 
Tsunetta Yano

Dai-ichi/Protective Life 
Summer Internship for 
4 students at Dai-ichi 
headquarters, Tokyo, 
Japan

Harris Schlesinger 
Finance Graduate 
Teaching Award 
established

2017
2018-
20192018 2019

Harris Schlesinger 
Memorial Endowed 
Faculty Fellowship in 
Insurance established

2020

Students attend Career Fairs during I-Days
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Educator 
Innovators
�e following biographical sketches describe outstanding educators and innovators who 
taught RMI courses over the past 100 years. �e sketches must necessarily be brief, but it is 
clear that the program has had extraordinary leadership over the years.

Dr. Lee Bidgood
RMI curriculum founder, Dean, Business School, 1919 – 1954

Lee Bidgood was the �rst dean of what is now the Culverhouse College of Business at �e University of Alabama. He launched the undergraduate business 
program in 1919 and, recognizing the importance of risk management and insurance in the curriculum, Bidgood taught the �rst course in the subject in 1921. 
�e �rst business school building, Bidgood Hall, was completed in 1929, and named in his honor. A year later, the college became the �rst business school in 
Alabama to be accredited by the American Association of Collegiate Schools of Business or AACSB. Today Bidgood Hall is a central part of a technologically 
integrated, four-building business complex in the center of �e University of Alabama campus.

Bidgood earned bachelor’s and master’s degrees from the University of Virginia, and the LLB from �e University of Alabama. 

John S. Bickley, Ph.D.  
Faculty member, 1940-42, 1947-48, 1968-86
Alabama Insurance Industry Chair of Insurance (1968-74)
Frank Park Samford Chair of Insurance (1975-86)

An innovator in insurance education, John S. Bickley, Ph.D., founded the International Insurance Society, and the Insurance Hall of Fame. He initiated 
funding for the Insurance Hall of Fame Museum and Portrait Gallery, the Shin Gallery, the Frank Park Samford Chair in Insurance, the John & Mary Louise 
Lo�is Bickley Endowed Teaching Chair in Insurance & Financial Services, the Bickley Faculty Fellowship, and the Bickley Innovation and Initiative Award. In 
addition, he raised signi�cant funds for refurbishing Bidgood Hall, including the Nippon Life third-�oor wing, and the Alfonso T. Yuchengco classroom.  

Known as an inspiring and engaging teacher, Bickley founded the Alabama Insurance Society and Gamma Iota Sigma-Epsilon Chapter. He loved students, 
and was recognized with the National Alumni Association’s Outstanding Commitment to Teaching Award.

Bickley was a highly regarded scholar, president of the American Risk and Insurance Association, and editor of the Journal of Risk and Insurance. He delivered 
57 addresses in 29 nations, and received decorations from the governments of France, Taiwan, and South Korea and from the Emperor of Japan. During 
World War II, he was a music director and conductor of the Aviation Cadet Symphonic and Marching Bands.

Bickley held a bachelor’s in economics, a master’s in business administration, and a doctorate in economics from the University of Wisconsin.

Clarence A. Spencer, Jr., Ph.D.
Faculty Member, 1968 – 2003

Clarence A. Spencer, Jr., taught insurance and �nance at the Capstone for 35 years, and was an active advisor of the Alabama Insurance Society. He held 
degrees from Stetson University, the University of Tennessee, and a doctorate in commerce and business administration from �e University of Alabama. 
He was an Army veteran of the Korean War, and a member of the U. S. Coast Guard. Spencer would o�en mention to his students his version of the “Golden 
Rule” – He who has the gold, sets the rules.

Dr. Lee Bidgood

John S. Bickley, Ph.D.

Clarence A. Spencer, Jr., Ph.D.
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Harris Schlesinger, Ph.D.
Frank Park Samford Chair in Insurance and Professor of Economics, 1985-2015

Harris Schlesinger was recognized as one of the world’s most celebrated insurance economists.  His work is published in many of the best journals. 
He addressed many scholarly meetings, and held visiting positions at nine universities.

Among Schlesinger’s numerous leadership positions are service as president of the American Risk and Insurance Association, the European Group 
of Risk & Insurance Economists, and the Risk �eory Society.  He was editor of the Journal of Risk & Insurance and founding editor of Geneva Risk 
and Insurance Review.

Graduate students and faculty worldwide lauded Schlesinger for his assistance with their research. Posthumously, Culverhouse College created the 
Harris Schlesinger Finance Graduate Teaching Award. Renowned for his service, Schlesinger received the Burnum Distinguished Faculty Award for 
excellence in research, scholarship, and teaching.  As a memorial, the AIPC endowed the Harris Schlesinger Memorial Faculty Fellowship in Insurance.
Schlesinger earned a doctorate in economics and master’s in mathematics from University of Illinois, and a master’s in mathematics and bachelor’s 
in economics from State University of New York at Potsdam, where he was celebrated as one of the school’s most distinguished alumni.

William (Bill) H. Rabel, Ph.D. FLMI, CLU, CPCU  
John & Mary Lo�is Bickley Endowed Teaching Chairholder of Insurance & Financial Services and Professor of Finance, 2006-2021 

Bill Rabel, the inaugural Bickley Chairholder, is committed to his students and to serving the industry. He energized the Alabama Insurance Society 
and founded the Actuarial Science program. Recognitions he received include Alabama Finance Association Outstanding Faculty Award, John S. Bickley 
CBA Creativity and Innovation Award, National Alumni Association Outstanding Commitment to Teaching Award, Culverhouse College of Business 
Board of Visitors Teaching Achievement Award, and the American Risk & Insurance Association Excellence in Teaching Award. In 2021, the Economics, 
Finance & Legal Studies Department established a distinguished service award in his honor. Rabel provided faculty support for Alabama Insurance Day, 
an on-campus program designed to provide continuing education and networking with peers and students.

Active in many organizations, Rabel’s service has included: trustee, S. S. Huebner Foundation for Insurance Education; director, American Risk 
& Insurance Association (President’s Award laureate); president, Asia-Paci�c Risk & Insurance Association; and member, Insurance Hall of Fame 
Honors Committee. Listed in Who’s Who in America, Rabel earned a bachelor’s in business administration/insurance from Texas A&M, and a 
master’s and doctorate in applied economics from the University of Pennsylvania.

George H. Zanjani, Ph.D., ACAS
Frank Park Samford Chair in Insurance and Professor of Finance, 2017-present

Prior to becoming an academic, George Zanjani served as an insurance company actuarial analyst and then as an economist for the Federal Reserve 
Bank of New York. For two non-consecutive years, he was a visiting senior research fellow at Nanyang Technological University in Singapore, and, prior 
to coming to the Capstone, served as AAMGA Distinguished Chair in Risk Management & Insurance at Georgia State University. Zanjani served as president 
of both the American Risk & Insurance Association and the Risk �eory Society. In addition, he is a member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of Risk 
& Insurance, and a dedicated teacher with a reputation for helping graduate students.

Zanjani holds a bachelor’s in economics and biology from Stanford University, and a doctorate in economics from the University of Chicago. 
He also holds ACAS from the Casualty Actuarial Society.

Harris Schlesinger, Ph.D.

William (Bill) H. Rabel, Ph. D. FLMI, 
CLU, CPCU

George H. Zanjani, Ph.D. ACAS

Kenneth (Kenny) Wunder, Ph.D. 
Dai-ichi Life Insurance Company Endowed Chair in Actuarial Science and Risk 
Management, Assistant Professor of Finance, 2019 – present

Kenny Wunder is focused on expanding the actuarial science program, developing new 
curriculum, and working with students. He has been recognized with eight teaching awards 
in the last six years at the department, college, and university-wide levels.

Prior to joining the department, Wunder taught at University of Wisconsin – Madison, 
where he earned a master’s in business administration and a doctorate in actuarial science, 
risk management and insurance.

Other faculty now contributing to the RMI program include the following.

Ruth Ann Hall, J.D.  
Instructor of Legal Studies, 1993 - present

Ruth Ann Hall teaches Administration of Estates and Trusts, a key component of the 
RMI program for students interested in life insurance and �nancial services. A committed 
teacher, she has fully revised the course. Hall holds a bachelor’s and juris doctorate degree 
from �e University of Alabama.

Robert McLeod, Ph.D., CFA, CFP, CLU, AVA 
Professor of Finance and Bickley Faculty Fellow in Finance and Insurance, 1978 - present

Robert McLeod provides leadership for the personal wealth management (PWM) minor 
at Culverhouse College. Graduates from the PWM program are highly sought a�er by 
insurance and �nancial services companies, and many PWM minors are active in the AIS.  

McLeod is admirably suited to lead the PWM program, having been among those who 
established the International Board of Standards and Practices for Certi�ed Financial 
Planners, Inc. He served as president of the Academy of Financial Services, and was an 
honorary director of the Japan Association for Financial Planners.

Active in the a�airs of the Culverhouse College, McLeod has served as executive 
director of the MBA Program and Professional Education for Culverhouse. He authored and 
co-authored numerous books and scholarly journal articles. McLeod holds a bachelor’s in 
�nance and master’s in business administration, �nance, from the University of Southern 
Mississippi, and a doctorate in banking, corporate �nance, and securities law from the 
University of Texas at Austin.

Kenneth (Kenny) Wunder, Ph.D.

Ruth Ann Hall, J.D.

Robert McLeod, Ph.D., CFA, CFP, 
CLU, AVA

Insurance Hall of Fame with Drs. Bickley and Rabel

Dean Palan and Dr. Wunder support Career Fairs
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Organizations
University students as well as alumni participate in a number of organizations which in�uence 
and support ongoing professional development and scholarship related to insuraance. 

Alabama Insurance Society (AIS) 

Founded in 1969, AIS is a professional student organization open 
to all University of Alabama students who have a career interest in risk 
management, insurance, �nancial services, or actuarial science. AIS 
provides members with outstanding guest speakers, including professionals 
in �elds such as property/casualty insurance, life insurance, healthcare 
�nancing, underwriting, claims, cybersecurity, environmental risk, actuarial 
science, employee bene�ts, �nancial planning and more.  Members have 
opportunities to manage activities, experience the professional world 
�rst-hand, and are eligible for travel opportunities including �eld trips to 
companies (e.g., Alfa, ProAssurance, and Protective Life) and the Alabama 
Department of Insurance. Students may attend national and international 
meetings such as RIMS International Conference and WSIA Surplus Lines 
Symposium, and are made aware of scholarships, internships and career 
opportunities.

Gamma Iota Fraternity (GIS), Epsilon Chapter 

Gamma Iota Sigma (GIS) is the international collegiate fraternity for students interested in insurance, risk management, 
and actuarial science. GIS’ mission is to promote and encourage student interest in the industry as a profession while 
encouraging high moral and academic attainments of its members. �e Epsilon Chapter of GIS was chartered at �e 
University of Alabama in 1972, and operates as a subset of the Alabama Insurance Society. Bene�ts of membership include 
scholarship opportunities, webinars and internship opportunities. Chapter representatives regularly participate in the 
annual GIS Leadership Conference and International Conference.

Alabama Insurance Planning Commission (AIPC)

Founded in 1975, the Alabama Insurance Planning Commission (AIPC) is a group of executives and professionals from 
risk management, insurance and �nancial services who want to help guide and support the RMI program at �e University 
of Alabama. Many members themselves studied RMI at the university and want to help current students follow their path 
to success. 

�e AIPC is actively involved in advising the RMI faculty on industry policies and trends, especially as they might relate 
to curriculum. �ey are also actively engaged in the planning and implementation of special programs such as Alabama 
Insurance Day (I-Day) and the Alabama Insurance Humanitarian Award.

Alabama Actuarial Council (AAC)

Since 2008, the Alabama Actuarial Council (AAC) has provided advice and counsel to the Actuarial Science program. It is 
comprised of senior actuaries from industry, consulting, and regulation, and has been instrumental in the continued growth 
and success of the program. �ese practicing actuaries provide advice on strategic planning for the AS program as well as 
assist in the career development and job placement of students.

One of the �rst AIS Meetings with Drs. Bickley and Spencer

�ree generations of support. Pictured L to R: Annie Hughes, student, 
Denny Hughes, 2021 AIPC chair, and Walter Hughes, AIPC member.

GIS members attend International 
Conference in Columbus, Ohio
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RMI/AS 
Alumni Spotlights 
Many accomplished students have participated in Culverhouse’s RMI program over the past 
100 years. �e University of Alabama is proud of all of its alumni, and the insurance industry 
is replete with its graduates. �e following is a sample of our outstanding insurance industry 
alumni who were active in the AIS while in school, and have maintained a close relationship 
with the program since graduating. 

�omas (Tom) John Curtin, Sr., ‘74 
Chairman & CEO
CRC Insurance Services, Inc., Birmingham, AL

Tom Curtin began his insurance career with General Reinsurance Corporation in 
their New York City o�ce, and then worked in their Columbus, Ohio, and Philadelphia, 
Pennsylvania o�ces before returning to Alabama to work for E&S Facilities, Inc. as Vice 
President. In 1982, he co-found Cooney, Rikard & Curtin, LLC (CRC). CRC rose to a 
leading wholesale insurance brokerage �rm in the United States before being sold to BB&T 
in 2002. Under his leadership, CRC Insurance Services grew to over 52 locations, 1,800 
employees, and annually generated in excess of $4B written premium. 

From 1986 to 1991 and again from 1994 to 2000, Curtin served on the Board of Magic 
Moments raising over $3M. In 2001, he received the Unsung Heroes Award presented by 
His Holiness the Dali Lama, awarded by Wisdom in Action. Curtin was the AIPC 2013 
Insurance Humanitarian Award recipient. He graduated from �e University of Alabama 
with a bachelor’s in �nance, insurance concentration, and was president of the AIS.

Jack E. Brunson, CPCU, ‘78 
President & CEO, National Security Fire & Casualty Co.
Board of Directors, National Security Group, Elba, AL

Jack Brunson is president and CEO of National Security Fire & Casualty Co., which o�ers a 
diversi�ed line of property/casualty insurance products and services. He is a board member 
of National Security Group, Inc. (NASDAQ: NSEC), which through its subsidiaries o�ers 
property, casualty, life, accident and health insurance in 10 states.

In Brunson’s senior year, Dr. John Bickley secured interviews for him with several 
companies, including the St. Paul Fire & Marine. He joined the company as a commercial 
lines underwriter trainee in their New Orleans service center, and that set the stage for his 
successful career.

For many years, Brunson has been an active member of the Alabama Insurance Planning 
Commission, including serving as chair.  He has also served on the building committee for the 
Insurance Hall of Fame Museum and served as the inaugural chair of I-Day.  He has twice been 
awarded the Alabama Independent Insurance Agents Associate Member of the Year. 

As an undergraduate, Brunson worked with the Management Institute. He holds a bachelor’s 
in �nance, insurance concentration.

�omas (Tom) Curtin

Jack E. Brunson

“I determined to complete 
my CPCU, and did 
so two years before I 
turned 50. I encourage 
professionals to never 
stop being a student of 
our industry.”
 - Jack Brunson
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“Never stop learning, is my advice. A�er 27 years 
providing workers compensation coverage for the coal 
mining industry, a 2010 law change made our niche no 
longer insurable. We had to change our underwriting, loss 
control, and distribution strategy to a new specialization. 
�ose who refuse to change will have a di�cult time.”

- Chan Cox

1978, SGA honors Dr. Bickley 
for his worldwide representation of 
the university and his outstanding 
leadership in the insurance industry 
and classroom. 

Pictured L to R: 
Dr. John Bickley 
Warren Hawkins, SGA Senator 
Phil Philpot, SGA Secretary-Treasurer 
Chan Cox, President AIS
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Chandler F. Cox, Jr., CPCU ‘79 
President & CEO
Berkley Industrial Comp, Birmingham, AL

Chandler Cox, Jr., is the CEO of Berkley Industrial Comp, formerly American Mining 
Insurance Group. �e company is focused on mono-line workers’ compensation, and 
is a subsidiary of W.R. Berkley Corporation. Upon graduation from the Capstone, he 
immediately began his insurance career as a facultative underwriter for General Reinsurance 
Corp in their Chicago o�ce. Cox went on to work in underwriting mining risks on behalf of 
several insurance companies, and co-founded CGH Insurance Group, prior to serving as the 
chief executive o�cer for Berkley Industrial Comp. 

Currently, Cox serves on �e University of Alabama President’s Cabinet and the 
Culverhouse College of Commerce Board of Visitors. He has served as chair of the AIPC 
and president of the North Alabama CPCU Chapter.  On several occasions, Cox has spoken 
to the AIS and to RMI classes. As an undergraduate, he was president of the AIS/GIS. Cox 
holds a bachelor’s in business administration.

Wiley Howard (Skip) Cooper, IV, CPCU ‘80
Executive Vice Chair of the Board
AmWINS Group, Inc., Charlotte, NC

Skip Cooper served as president of AmWINS for 11 years before transitioning to his current 
role as board vice chair. With 35 years in the industry, Cooper has extensive knowledge of 
large property account structures and placement management, as well as product research 
and development. His expertise in customer, client and market relationships helped drive 
AmWINS to its position as a leading specialty brokerage and underwriting organization. As 
president of AmWINS, Cooper oversaw operations for all AmWINS subsidiary divisions, 
including serving as CEO of London and international subsidiaries. His duties included 
development of market relationships, customer relationships, and corporate strategy.

Prior to joining AmWINS, Cooper served as executive vice president of CRC Insurance 
Services, a company he joined in 1985 as its 12th employee. During his time at CRC, 
Cooper formed the property department, along with AmRisc Underwriting, and held many 
leadership positions within the �rm. He began his career as an intern with Lloyds of London. 

Cooper holds a bachelor’s in �nance/banking from �e University of Alabama, and was 
president of the AIS/GIS. He is a frequent speaker at AIS meetings and classes.

“I advise young 
professionals to �nd a 
segment of the business 
that you really enjoy and 
become the best you can 
be within that segment 
– become a technical 
student of the business. 
Also, network, network, 
network!”
 - Skip Copper

Chandler F. Cox, Jr.

Wiley Howard (Skip) Cooper, IV
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“Other than your parents, no one else in the world cares about your success 
more than your professors. Take advantage, build relationships with your 
professors. Use them as resources during school and a�er you graduate.”

- Aimee Simmons Byrd

Dean Palan at an I-Day luncheon
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Timothy (Tim) Fletcher Kelly, ‘81
Chair & CEO
Lockton Companies, LLC, Houston, TX

Tim Kelly is chairman & CEO of Lockton Companies, Texas. �e world’s largest privately 
held insurance brokerage �rm, Lockton provides insurance, risk management, employee 
bene�ts and retirement services. Kelly is also co-leader of Lockton Global Energy, which 
provides professional, cost-e�ective risk transfer and insurance solutions for clients in the 
energy industry. 

Prior to Lockton, Kelly was EVP and leader of �nancial services, mergers and acquisition, 
and emerging markets for Aon/Alexander & Alexander. Earlier in his career, he worked for 
AIG in Los Angeles, Alexander & Alexander in Houston, and Merrett Syndicate/London 
Commercial Union Insurance Company in Boston.

As an undergraduate, Kelly served as president of AIS/GIS, and earned a bachelor’s in 
�nance with a concentration in risk management and insurance.

Aimee Simmons Byrd, ‘10
Senior Environmental Underwriting
Rivington Insurance Partners, Fayetteville, TN 

Aimee Simmons Byrd is skilled in underwriting of environmental coverages including 
general liability, contractors’ pollution liability, professional liability, site pollutions liability 
and excess liability. She joined Rivington Insurance Partners, and helped build their 
environmental program. In four years, the book of business grew to more than $20M in 
premiums and $2.6M in revenue.

As an undergraduate, Byrd served as AIS vice president and president. She was student 
director of four consecutive annual Alabama I-Days. Byrd earned a bachelor’s with a �nance 
major, concentration in risk management and insurance, with minors in economics and 
Spanish from �e University of Alabama.

“My advice is to look 
beyond geography and 
challenge yourself to 
experiences that will 
help you develop a global 
business view. You will 
be better prepared for 
the speed of change in 
business and technology.”
 - Tim Kelly

Timothy (Tim) Fletcher Kelly

Aimee Simmons Byrd
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Sam Snider, ‘11
Senior Financial Advisor, Senior Vice President
Merrill Lynch Wealth Management, Atlanta, GA

Sam Snider began his career as a �nancial advisor with Merrill Lynch 10 years ago. 
Currently, as a senior �nancial advisor and senior vice president, Snider works on a nine-
person team helping families manage every �nancial aspect of their life. He is a member of 
the Atlanta Red Elephant Club, and a volunteer at Georgia Behavioral Health/Hillside, Inc. 
helping children with mental health.

Snider graduated cum laude with a bachelor’s in �nance – personal wealth management, and 
holds a Series 7, Series 66, Life, Accident & Health License, and a Variable Products License. 
Since graduation, he has returned to the Capstone many times to speak to classes and the AIS.

Brian Frey, ‘12, FSA, MAAA, CERA
2VP and Actuary-Life Pricing  
Protective Life Insurance Co., Birmingham, AL

Brian Frey is the pricing lead for the launch of the term and group term carve-out 
UL product line and chair of the Actuarial Development and Engagement Committee 
of Protective Life Insurance Company. He is a Fellow of the Society of Actuaries. As an 
undergraduate, Frey interned with Protective Life, and was o�ered a full-time position as an 
actuarial assistant upon graduating.

As an undergraduate, Frey was a statistics tutor. He served two terms as president 
of the Alabama Insurance Society and received the John S. Bickley Insurance Award, among 
other honors. Since graduating, he has spoken to AIS meetings and served as a mentor. He 
holds a bachelor’s with �nance and economics majors, and an actuarial science emphasis, 
and also a bachelor’s with a mathematics major.

“I advise young 
professionals to focus 
on the activity that will 
make you successful, 
and do not worry about 
immediate results. �e 
grind in the beginning of 
a career is tough. Do the 
right activities daily. Let 
the results take care of 
themselves.” 

- Sam Snider

Sam Snider

Brian Frey
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“Stay curious and speak up with 
questions. Have the courage to take a 
risk, make a mistake or ask for help. 
Build relationships with people outside 
of your immediate team.” 

- Brian Frey

Brian Frey visits campus and speaks with students
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“I always enjoyed the continuing education at I-Day, the 
range of topics available, and access to several reputable 
�rms in the industry. I met my current employer at 
I-Day.”

- Kourtney Kellen

Career Fair at an I-Day
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Taylor Knott, ‘12
VP, Unit Manager (Marine)
Lockton Companies, Houston, TX

Taylor Knott is VP, Unit Manager with Lockton Companies in Houston, Texas. He began 
his career with Lockton and as an associate account executive shortly a�er graduating. As an 
undergraduate, Knott interned with Pritchett-Moore Insurance Agency in Tuscaloosa.

Knott holds a bachelor’s in �nance and insurance from �e University of Alabama, 
and was active in AIS/GIS. A�er graduating, he developed a program for students to attend 
the Houston Energy & Marine Conference. 

Kourtney Kellen, ‘16
Area Vice President
Arthur J. Gallagher & Co., Rolling Meadows, IL

Kourtney Kellen, as area vice president for Gallagher, develops comprehensive 
client strategies addressing cost containment, employee engagement, and bene�ts plan 
utilization for existing and prospective K-12 school district clients with between 100 and 
3,000 employees. She leads new associate hire groups in sales development training, and 
manages the region’s largest risk-sharing project. She won the Gallagher’s Apprentice 
Challenge, and Gallagher’s Career Associate Program Enterprise Sales Challenge.

As an undergraduate, Kellen was a board member and vice president of AIS/GIS. She 
received the Robert W. Hodgkins Insurance Scholarship and was a member of the Alpha 
Kappa Psi All-Academic Team. Kellen served as a volunteer IRS certi�ed tax preparer and 
an ESL program mentor.

A licensed life and health insurance broker, Kellen holds a bachelor’s in �nance from �e 
University of Alabama, and is pursuing a master’s from the Wharton School at the University 
of Pennsylvania.

“I was given the 
opportunity to travel 
to Columbus, Ohio, 
during my senior year 
for a GIS conference to 
network with industry 
professionals and pursue 
job opportunities. �is 
was a great opportunity 
to experience a large 
industry conference, and 
force myself out of my 
comfort zone to meet 
as many people as I 
could in the three days, 
which resulted in several 
interviews and great 
student memories.”

- Taylor Knott

Taylor Knott

Kourtney Kellen
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RMI/AS 
Scholarships
 Currently, there are many endowed scholarship opportunities for students 
to pursue their interests in insurance to include the following.

Alabama Association of Health Underwriters Richard K. Beecham 
Memorial Endowed Scholarship

Alabama Chapter of RIMS Maxie Glen Jackson Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship

W. Gene Cra�on Endowed Scholarship

�omas Curtin, Sr., Endowed Scholarship

Col. Clarence W. Daugette, Jr. and Florence T. Daugette 
Endowed Scholarship

Robert W. Hodgkins Endowed Scholarship Fund

Jack L. McKewen Endowed Scholarship Fund 

Jarvis W. Palmer Scholarship Fund

Jack O. Tomlinson Endowed Scholarship

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

•

Laura LePere is the recipient of the 2018 John S. Bickley Award for 
academic achievements and civic engagement
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Alabama 
Center for Insurance 
Information and 
Research
 

Hurricanes Ivan (2004) and Katrina (2005) caused unprecedented turmoil in Alabama’s 
coastal property insurance markets. As policymakers leaned into these issues in search of 
solutions, various interest groups presented very di�erent solutions supported by mutually 
exclusive evidence. Because insurance is complex and important, Alabama needed an 
unbiased source of reliable information. 

In 2013, Governor Robert Bentley created the Alabama Center for Insurance Information 
and Research (ACIIR) by executive order. ACIIR addresses risk and insurance problems with 
research and education. While ACIIR continues to work on catastrophe risk problems, the 
center also addresses issues concerning casualty, liability, life, health, and pension markets. 
Perhaps more importantly, ACIIR focuses on loss mitigation and resilience to reduce the 
e�ects of losses on individuals and the economy. 

Lars Powell, Ph.D.
Executive Director, Alabama Center for Insurance 
Information & Research, 2015 – present

Lars Powell focuses his research on insurance 
markets and regulations, insurance operations, 
insurer capitalization and predictive analytics. 
He has served as an expert to federal and state courts 
and legislatures. Powell has participated in the 
creation of insurance companies and related entities. 
He is a founding board member of Arkansas Mutual 
Insurance Company, recipient of the National 
Association of Mutual Insurance Companies’ NAMIC  
Service Award, and former editor of Journal 
of Insurance Regulation. 

Powell holds a bachelor’s in insurance, �nance from 
the University of South Carolina, and a doctorate in 
risk management, insurance and �nance, from the 
University of Georgia.

Lars Powell
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Fast 
Facts
 

Faculty Positions

Four endowed funds have been established in support for the program.

Frank Park Samford Chair in Insurance
John & Mary Louise Lo�is Bickley Endowed Teaching Chair in Insurance 
   & Financial Services
John S. Bickley Faculty Fellow in Finance and Insurance
Harris Schlesinger Memorial Faculty Fellowship in Insurance

Academic Association Presidents

Academics associated with �e University of Alabama who have served as president 
of multi-national academic associations include:

Dr. John S. Bickley, president, American Risk and Insurance Association
Dr. Harris Schlesinger, president, American Risk and Insurance Association, 
   and the European Group of Insurance Economists
Dr. William H. Rabel, president, Asia-Paci�c Risk & Insurance Association

Building Endowments from International Entities 

Dai-ichi Life Insurance Company endowed operations of the Insurance Hall of Fame 
   Museum in honor of the company’s founder, Tsunetta Yano
Young Ho Shin endowed the Shin Gallery in the Insurance Hall of Fame Museum
Nippon Life donated for restoration of a third-�oor wing of Bidgood Hall
Alfonso T. Yuchengco Foundation endowed a classroom in Bidgood Hall

Sugio Suzuji of Dai-ichi Life Insurance Company with University President Stuart Bell 31
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